
JANUARY 2020 STAR OF THE SEA
Priestly Society of St. Pius X monthly bulletin for B.C. see SSPX.CA

Christ the King Church and Priory, 22630 48th Avenue, Langley BC V2Z 2T6. Tel: 604-533 3358. 
  Fr. Gerard Rusak, FSSPX, Prior, g.rusak@fsspx.email, 778-240-5532; 

Fr. Stephen DeLallo, FSSPX, 1-503-422-0106; Fr. Roger Guéguen, FSSPX, 1-250-644-8330, 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, 3016 37th Street, Vernon, BC V2Z 2T6. Tel: 250-545-3516

Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 4334 Jingle Pot Road, Nanaimo, BC V9T 5P4. Tel: 250-758-3430. 
Other Missions, please contact Christ the King Church and Priory for Mass information, namely: 

St Joseph’s Mass Centre, Oliver, Nelson, Grassy Plains & Williams Lake. 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE (2nd Collection: 1st Sun. Building Fund/ 3rd Sunday St. Joseph’s Bursary SJB)

JANUARY JAN 1 JAN 5 -- BF
Coll.

JAN 12 JAN 19– SJB
Coll.

JAN 26 FEB 2

LANGLEY - L 9:30 AM 7:30 / 9:30 AM 7:30 / 9:30 AM 7:30 / 9:30 AM 7:30 / 9:30 AM 7:30 / 9:30 AM

NANAIMO - N 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM

VERNON - V 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM

Christ the King Priory Parish Precepts.   Thank you, for your cooperation.
1. Without express permission from the Prior, Fr. Rusak, (or of the priest in charge in other chapels/churches) it is not permitted on our SSPX BC properties to:
A. Distribute any form of media, written, audio, or visual, B. To take photos, audio or video recordings.  Action will be taken against any offenders.
2. Cell phones and all other unnecessary electronic devices should be turned off or at the very least be in silent mode and not in use in our churches.
3. Smoking is not permitted within the buildings (or near the doorways of the same) on our SSPX BC properties
4. Parents with small children who are disruptive in any way are advised to use the crying room or the area designated for them (church vestibule, basement or 
hall).  Where there is a crying room, it is reserved for mothers and/or female helpers watching over small children who are under their care.
5. All are requested to acquaint themselves with the posted rules for modesty in our churches and conform their manner of dress to them.  Thank you.

For doctrinal formation in Catholicism. See Sermons and Catechisms of SSPX priests: https://sites.google.com/site/credo2019/home 

DEPARTED SOULS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
30 Jan. 1983  Joseph O'Brien of Nanaimo 
16 Jan. 1986  Anthony Hofman of Oliver 
16 Jan. 1995  Gerard William Kehoe of Kamloops 
18 Jan. 1997  Patrick Joseph Gregory of Vernon 
10 Jan. 2007  Kenneth Louis McCabe of Vancouver 
17 Jan. 2009  Matthew Burger of Langley 
07 Jan. 2011  Paul Bonneux of Vernon 

19 Jan. 2012  Veronica Canning of Agassiz 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
and let Perpetual Light shine upon them.

FSSPX recorded Baptisms in British Columbia in January: 19 
since 1983.  May they all remain faithful to their Baptism or 
return to their practice of the Faith.

2020, The Age of Absurdity Continues.
The present age is an age of absurdity. Artists depict the

world as a disjointed chaos, and man as a fragment of that
chaos. Politics, whether of the right, the left, or the centre,
facing universal disorder giving faint semblance of order. 
Politicians are united an absurd faith in the feeble powers 
of man to remedy an intolerable situation.  If art, politics, 
and philosophy have become absurd it is because, in large
measure, life has become so.  

Today, the “underprivileged” of the world have 
awakened seek abundance and privilege.  Those who 
already possess them waste their lives in the pursuit of 
vain things, die of boredom and despair.  The whole 
world, it almost seems, is divided into those who lead 
meaningless lives without being aware of it, and those 
who, being aware of it, are driven to madness and suicide.

It is true, of course, that the business of daily life seems 
to proceed as usual — though at a suspiciously feverish 
pace — people manage to “get along,” to live from day to
day.  Often they spend their free time engrossed in sports 
and entertainment and refuse to think on serious issues.  
One can hardly blame them, as the realities of the present 
day are not pleasant ones. Still, only a person who does 
think can come to grips with reality today.  Absurdism at 
least teaches us there is something frightfully wrong with 
the contemporary world. 

It was in 1882 that Frederich Nietzsche, the 
philosopher-writer proclaimed “God is dead”.  Nietzsche 
used the phrase to sum up the consequence of the Age of 
Enlightenment on the concept of God within European 
civilization.  He claimed that so-called Enlightenment had
brought about the triumph of scientific rationality over 
sacred revelation; the rise of philosophical materialism 
and Naturalism that to all intents and purposes had 
dispensed with the role of God in human affairs and the 
destiny of the world. 

The ideas of absurdism, are quite explicit in the 
writings of Nietzsche.  His nihilism is precisely the root 
from which the tree of absurdity has grown. 

There  are  two  striking  phrases  of  Nietzsche  often
quoted:

1.  “God is dead”.  This means simply, that faith in God
is dead in the hearts of modern men;

2. “There is no truth” means that men have abandoned
the truth revealed by God upon which Western thought
and  institutions  were  based.  They  have  abandoned  it
because they no longer find it credible.

This is true of the vast majority of those who were once
Christian. It is true of the atheists who are happy with 
their own lack of faith and rejection of truth.  It is equally 
true also of multitudes in whom the sense of spiritual 
reality has simply evaporated.  We all in some way live 
under this shadow the “death of God” in modern life.

If we are to understand the absurd at all, it must be from
a standpoint outside absurdity, a standpoint from which a 
word like “understanding” has a meaning.  Absurdism 
discourages coherent and rational attack by its own claim 
that everything is absurd.  No matter from which side one
approaches it, absurdist philosophy contradicts itself. To 
proclaim ultimate meaninglessness, one must believe that 
this phrase has a meaning, and thus one denies it in 
affirming it.  To assert that “there is no truth,” one must 
believe in the truth of this statement, and so again affirm 
what one denies. As philosophy it is not to be taken 
seriously.  Absurdism, in fact, is not a product of the 
intellect at all, but of the will.

The fact that the world fails to make sense could occur 
only to men who have once believed it did make sense. 
Absurdism cannot be understood apart from its Christian 
origins.  On the other hand, the Catholic Faith is, 
supremely, coherent, for our God has ordered everything 
in the universe, both with regard to everything else and 
with regard to Himself, Who is the beginning and end of 
all creation.  Those who possess a genuine Faith find this 
divine coherence in every aspect of life. 

For the nihilist there is no coherence, is no answer to 
the question: “Why?”  Everything, has become 
questionable. The certainty we see in the Fathers and 
Saints of the Church, and in all true believers, that refers 
everything back to God are now gone, and the questions 
for which men once had learned to find the answers in 
God, now have, for most men, no answers.
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