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In August, Father Albert leaves us and Fr. Guéguen, FSSPX will be arriving.  In September, Father Dellalo FSSPX will arrive also.

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE

AUGUST 4 11 18 25 Sept. 2

LANGLEY - L 9 AM 9 AM 9 AM 9 AM 9 AM

NANAIMO - N 4 PM 3:30 PM 3:30 PM 3:30 PM 3:30 PM

VERNON - V 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM 10 AM

MISSIONS TBA TBA TBA TBA Oliver 4 PM

DEPARTED SOULS FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY
Aug. 24, 1978  John Burnett of Vernon
Aug. 14, 1979  Marie Jane Fitzgerald of Salmon Arm
Aug. 08, 1986  Scotty (John) Ammann of Port Alberni
Aug. 27, 1992  Mabel Josephine Big Charles of Vernon
Aug. 17, 1993  Jacob Michael Bustin of Salmon Arm
Aug. 12, 1996  Bruno Tony Adomaitis of Vernon
Aug. 01, 2002  Adolph Caris of Armstrong

Aug. 18, 1999  Emile Weiman of Nanaimo
Aug. 19, 2003  Mary Phelan of Nanaimo
Aug. 27, 2003  Josee Bonsel of North Vancouver
Aug. 15, 2017 Raymond Joseph Guillemaud, Keremeos

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
and let Perpetual Light shine upon them.

AWARE OF GOD
“Lo! You were Somebody all of a sudden.” In this line of his "Magnificat" Paul Claudel describes the

grace which,  at  the age of eighteen,  brought  him back to  God after a  boyhood of  infidelity.  It  was
Christmas Day and "having nothing better  to  do" he  attended Vespers  at  Notre-Dame,  hoping the
Church's liturgy would provide him with inspiration for his poetry. Suddenly he was overwhelmed by
die awareness of God as a great personal reality,  as "Somebody",  and from that moment his whole
thought and life were utterly changed; they became dominated by the great Presence so unexpectedly
revealed to him.

Awareness of God, whether it come to us thus by a dazzling rending of the heavens or through the
gentle whisper of His voice in our conscience, is at the beginning and end of our spiritual life, at the
beginning and end of all religion. It is the root of what is truly the most radical division of mankind. one
to which Holy Scripture constantly reverts, that between the "wise" who keep God before their eyes
and the "fools" who ignore him. The first awakening of the soul to God's reality brings with it that fear
of the Lord which is the "beginning of wisdom"; the end of life should bring with it the "wisdom of the
perfect," the fruit of charity, whereby a man will experience God's living presence within himself and be
filled with longing for that full awareness of God which is the vision of His Face in Heaven.

What is most frightening about our age is not so much militant atheism that by its very violence
gives unwilling testimony to God's reality, as the lack of any interest in God or sense of His reality
among reputed Christians. God is absent from their lives; they do not deny his existence but they are
almost atheists in practice. Generally speaking outside the Church it seems to be taken for granted that
almost  the  whole  content  of  Christianity  is  the  commandment  to  "love thy neighbour",  with  little
reference to the first commandment. A writer, speaking of the students at one of the smaller American
Universities describes them as living "in comfortable disregard of the superhuman. They are neither in
revolt against it,  nor in search of it.  Religion as a social  service they find all  about them, and they
respect. Religion as something relating to God they neither know nor miss."

This degradation of religion to a thinly-disguised worship of humanity is the natural outcome of the
overthrow of supernatural authority and dogma. Catholics are not so likely to fall victims to it.  But
there is a danger that Catholics may develop a practical attitude which is not so very different, that of
laying too much stress on the humanitarian and social side of the Church's work. We live in an age that
is preoccupied with social  questions,  and Catholics are being challenged to justify their faith by its
concrete success in dealing with these questions. Aware of the great contribution which the Church's
doctrines have in fact to make in this sphere, Catholics may be led to speak and act as if it were the
main concern of the Church instead of a secondary, if important one. 

The real mission of the Church is to bring the world back to God, to make it conscious of Him as the
supreme, adorable Reality and its own highest  good. On the other hand it  is  perfectly true that in
proportion to the successful accomplishment of that mission justice and peace will reign among men,
and  even sufficient  material  prosperity,  following  Our  Lord's  promise  to  those  who seek  first  the
Kingdom of God. Furthermore, these things will in fact only come about if the Church's primary task is
achieved, if it succeeds in re-awakening the world to a full awareness of God. That is by far the most
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